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THE IOW .. A HOMEMAKER 
Club Work Is Glorifying the Iowa Farm Girl 
A Message from Dean Fisher 
'rhere is a tradition t hat a college edu-
cation spoils a girl fo r life in her home 
town; that somehow she is different, may-
be a bit snobbish. Perhaps this is some-
times the result of college life, but as I 
sat r ecent ly with the 4-H club girls of 
Iowa State College ancl heard the splen -
did r eports of what had been accom-
plished during the summer vacation, I 
felt assured that 110 4-H ' e1· would be a 
misfit when she went back home. 
There was that tine spiirt of helpful-
ness, of sharing with her family, 1vith 
t he girls who may never ' be fOTtunate 
enough to go _to college, and with th e 
community t he advantages they have re-
ceived while a college student. 
The r ecord of one girl illustrates well 
tne type of service many girls reported. 
She is just entering the junior year. Last 
summer she worked with the r egular 
club ancl acted as assistant leader. She 
helped her home club outline its program 
for the year. She organized telephone 
committ~es to _get work clone; helped. 
girls make poster s, ancl co nducted pal' -
liamentary ch·ills. She helped plan and 
f urnish material for health talks. She 
secured books on music for the club mem-
bers and helped outline a year's program 
fo r a neighboring club. She gave a talk 
at a county-1vide 4-H meeting ancl at the 
County Parm Bureau meeting. She 
helped train a demonstration team in 
her own club an(l helped with wo1·k at 
the county fair on County Rally Day. 
Altogethc1·, _her.e are . at .least . a .dozen 
different ways in which she was coopei:-
ative wit h others back -in her home com-
munity. What a splendid r econl and how 
t ruly typical of th e spirit ·of the 4-H club 
work! 
Madame Sykora 
With a. feather bed and a desire to 
ma ke good, Madam Sykora, Des Moines 
designer, came to America f r om her girl -
hood home in Czechoslovakia. 
At the ca mpus 4-H party, Oct. 10, she 
told in a faltering way of the struggles 
in her climb to success. . "Little girls 
in my home a ll lcan1 needlewmk. Every-
one makes her ow1:~c design-, too,'' Madame 
Sykora told the girls. 
"When I was -twelve years old I went 
to a. school to. study clesign)11g. With a 
piec e of crochet thread ~11d some beads, 
I fashi oned a little bag for grandmofh-
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er ' s birthday. The method was Ill)' idea. 
Proudly, I showed it to the teacher. 
'What a silly thing to · do!' was her only 
comment on the little purse which was 
so dear to me. '' 
In the shop of the designer, t he little 
Czechoslovakian girl fashioned her ideas 
into new gowns all day long, and late 
into t he night. 
Helen Melton 
Mada me Sykora then compared t he 
hardships of her girlhood to the oppor -
tunities of the American 4-H girl. Be-
cause she is interested in 4-H girls, she 
wanted to do somethin g for t hem as a 
to ken of her f riendship. 
A ''tall corn dress'' in g1·een silk was 
the outcome of Madame Sykora's p lan. 
Amber sets, and a. conventionalized corn 
design gave distinction to the formal 
dress which was a warded at the party to 
Theo Norman, of Greene County, fo"r her 
outstanding 4-H work in her community. 
''Because the 4-H girls in that group 
had a chance to look into her past, they 
realir.e the value of sticking to a job 
wh en others would have quit,'' said one 
college 4-H girl. "When t hey compare 
their own opportunities and Madame 
Sy'Kora 's and see what she has done in 
the face of difficulties, they realize the 
wonderful p1·ivikge of bein g a n I owa 
4-H girl.'' 
Gleanings from Records 
''At one of t he club meetings, tlnec 
of us walked throe miles, one of which 
was mud. W e weren't discouraged. We 
all fe lt that Mrs. Minor depended on us 
to 'carry on' during her absence and 
we would not have failed her.'' 
''In our club each girl 1·esolved to 
break her worst habit, and at the end of 
the year each girl had accomplished her 
1·esolution.'' 
'' Our club was proud to be strong 
enough to help other clubs when they 
asked for our assistance. ' ' 
''I am majoring in extension work. 
When I finish school I hope to help farm 
people. They are my people.' ' 
"When a girl enters college she has 
a.h·eacly learned through 4-H work to 
value sportsmanship, to work for cour-
tesy, to assume responsibility, and to de-
velop initiative. '' 
''I was happy to find that my club 
elected me president, not because I want-
ed the office, but. because I knew my club 
members felt the1·e had been no change 
in me since I had gone to college.'' 
''My courses in Home Economics at 
college have been made more interesting 
after having had 4-H work in these 
lines.'' 
A 4-H'er Looks at the Student 
Conference · 
''After t he American Country Life 
Association conference, I had a fine1· ap-
preciation of what country life really 
means, -and a. new pride in belonging to 
t he farm,'' says Helen Melton, j un ior 
home economics student and Cherokee 
County club girl and leader . 
Helen was elected chairman of t he stu-
dent division of the American Country 
Life Association, and 'Yill r ep1·esent Iowa 
State College at the next annual conven -
tion of the organization, which will be 
in West Virginia. 
"During -the next year, I am going to 
do my part to make the Country Life 
program function in the lives of rura l 
students in om country,'' H elen said, in 
speaking of her l'esponsibility dming the 
next year, in her radio ta lk broadcast 
ovm· WOI on the 4-H club p1·ogram, Sat-
mday, Nov. 2. 
In reviewing t he conference for her 
radio a udience, Helen said : 
''It gave me a g reat thrill to sit in 
on my first session of t he conference. 
The enthusiasm of the people, the eager, 
informed attitude of those who took part, 
sort of got hold of me and 'picked me 
up.' I think that the fortunate thing 
about meeting people with the same in-
terests, is the stimulating way it helps 
one to rise where she can see the whole 
situation, and appreciate it. 
'' 'rhe student group of the conference 
is a group of college students who have 
lived in farm homes and who have not 
forgotten their rural communities. Prac-
tically a ll of them have been 4-H club 
members. Some of the college groups 
call their organizations a collegiate 
country life club; others a college 4-H 
club, but all mean the same thing; 
namely, that the members are farm 
youths who have not lost interest in the 
young people at home, even tho they have 
had the opportunity of attending college. 
'' One delegate came from Georgia. 
He was a negro boy f rom the Georgia 
Agricultural College for negroes. I don't 
believe t hat there was anyone at t he con-
f erence who impressed me more than the 
young man from Georgia. He didn't talk 
very often, but when he did, we all list-
ened because we knew that something 
very worthwhile would be said. His pur-
pose was to learn something that would 
help his negro brothers be better farm-
ers, with a higher standard of l iving. 
''At the 4-H breakfast presided over 
by Hay Turner, national leadm· of 4-H 
club work, from the United States De-
pai'tment of Agriculture, every 4-H ' er 
told some 4-H experience. I was im-
pressed with the way club work had 
helped all of them to have a greater ap-
preciation of their farm homes, and had 
given them a determination to carry 
back to the farm the advantages and op-
portunities they were getting in college.' ' 
Good Times 
'' Playing together is as important as 
working together,'' believes Eva Lan-
ning, a Monroe County club leader. 
There are ten girls in the club. Two 
girls are responsible for a party each 
month, until the rounds have been made. 
'l' his is the way the hobo party was 
carried out. Invitations r equested hobo 
costumes. When everyone had assembled 
at the back door one evening, they saun-
tered up the railroad track and by spooky 
routes to another home, where fruit 
drinks were served. At the next stop a 
tiny wafer was the hand-out. Mystical 
signs guided them to another home, 
where apples were given to the hungry 
''tramps.'' At the final stop, a saw 
and wood-pile were int1·oduced to t he ho-
boes, and after earning their supper, by 
taking turns sawing, a real hand-out was 
in order. No hobo convention would be 
complete without a bonfire, where food 
and stories are t he center of attraction. 
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May I Help You? 
4-H college girls who were hostesses to 
visiting students during the American 
Country Life Conference, Octobm 17-20, 
wore 4-H tags, which asked, ''May I 
· H elp You?'' 
This question is one that college 4-H 
girls ask of every 4-H reader of this 
page. If our college classes and experi-
ence can help you in any way in your 
organization or social activities, or if you 
4-H ' ers at home are wondering just what 
college is like and ''why go to college,'' 
will you not write to us ~ Ad chess in-
quiries to E"sther Sietmann, in care of 
the IOWA HOMEMAKER 
Aonther Score for Homemaking 
Nearly 300 of t he 1,306 registered dele-
gates at the recent conference of the 
American Country Life Association at 
Iowa State College, representing t wenty-
seven states and forty types of rural 
workers, were ''homemakers.'' 
F urthermore, the banquet gi,·en in 
recognition of Iowa Homemakers was one 
of the best atte11ded events of the confer-
ence. Of course, Govmnor Lowden at-
tracted the largest number, while Secre-
tary Hyde was conceded a close secoml 
in popularity. But Homemaking came 
into easy third place with a banquet at-
tendance of over 750. 
The wide ,·ariety of occupations i t he 
number of states 1·epresent:ed;" and the 
cooperation of Iowa counties· in sending 
delegates and pa1-ticipating in programs, 
all combined to make the conference a 
great success, according to W. H. Stacy, 
extension professor of rural organiza-
tion. 
Rural problems in all of their phases 
were discussed at the various meetings, 
all with t he ultimate aim, as stated by 
Dr. H. C. Taylor in his opening adch-css: 
''Efficiency in production; justice in dis-
tribution; success in living-these three; 
and the greatest of these is success in 
living.'' 
- Lucile Spencer. 
''There's many a slip 'twixt the cup 
and t he lip" originated in Samos with 
Ancaeus, king of L eleges. One of his 
heavily oppressed slaves prophesied that 
he would never live to taste t he wine of 
his vineyard. \Vhen the wine was made, 
the king sent for his slave, and said, 
''What do yon t hink of your prophesy 
now~ " 'rhe sla l'e answered, "There 's 
many a slip 'twixt the cup and the lip.'' 
'rho wonls were scarcely uttered when 
Ancaeus was informed t hat a wild boar 
had broken into h.is vineyard, and was 
laying waste to it. Ancaeus rushed ont 
of the house and into the vineyard. 
Shortly afterward he was killefl in the 
attack. 
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Your Opportunity 
to read some of the books you 
have been wanting to read. 
Come in and become 
quainted with it. 
ac-
We invite your patronage. 
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